VI.
THE BEETLE AND THE SILKEN THREAD.1
CHAPTEE L
THE strange adventures related in the story of the Beetle and the S%en Thread took place in the town of Allahabad, "the City of God/' so called because it is situated near the point of meeting of the two sacred rivers of India, the Ganges, which the Hindus lovingly call Mother Ganga because they believe its waters can wash away their sins, and the Jumna, which they consider scarcely less holy.
The ruler of Allahabad was a very selfish and hot-tempered Eaja named Surya Pratap, signifying " Powerful as the Surf," who expected everybody to obey him without a moment's delay, and "was ready to punish in a very cruel manner those who hesitated to do so. He would never listen to a word of explanation, or own that he had been mistaken, even when he knew full well that he was in the wrong, He had a mantri, that is ttf saj, a chief vizier or
1 There are seventy-two version^ of this tale in vogue amongst the high oasfces of India; the one here given is taken from Kaj-Yoga, the highest forni o^ Hindu asoetio philosophy.